
 

 Unum      We don’t sell things, we realize ideas. 

 
Dana Martens & Audrey Fox 

Unum is an online platform that brings customers, designers, and makers together in 
new collaborative relationships that connect global ideas with local manufacturing.  

 
We are exploring how we can help people reimagine 
value and exchange in a world where digital fabrication 
increasingly creates new opportunities to manufacture 
global ideas through local makers while ensuring all 
parties are compensated fairly for their contribution. 
Unum does this by bringing the transparency, security, 
and auditability of the blockchain protocol to digitally 
fabricated goods, tying real-world objects to their digital 
origins and verifying that they are licensed physical 
copy of a digital idea. 
 
 

Unum draws inspiration from decentralized systems, alternative economics, and the 
open-making movement, all of which are converging as more and more maker centers open 
and more designers work with digital tools and blockchain based transactions. Our model seeks 
to understand where these trends intersect and how they can build new systems and new 
methods for purchasing, designing and making consumer products and furniture.  
 
Unum is a win-win-win-win. 
 

● Customers - Get a designer product without the designer price tag. Our platform 
provides a more social and eco-friendly alternative to mass-production, where users can 
customize their final product in mini ‘collaborations’ with designers.  

 
● Designers - Get a global distribution channel for their ideas and verified payments when 

their ideas are used. This helps designers to create new ideas and new work even if they 
can’t afford to manufacture the products themselves. Our platform is especially good for 
students and up-and-coming designers who want to put their work out there to be seen.  

 
● Makers - Get a sustainable and steady revenue model for their makerspaces. They also 

get a easy-to-use platform that helps them manage new orders and communicate with 
new customers. Our platform also helps them track a stock of standardized materials so 
they can always make sure they have everything they need on hand.  

 
● Community - Our platform helps keep local money local. By linking global designs with 

local fabrication, communities can fund new makerspaces and help to provide jobs, 
training, and education to community members. At a larger scale, our platform helps 
forward the ideas of the maker movement and new work models that better fit how we 
live in the 21st century 


